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Figure 2: Number of Aboriginal people under adult justice supervision 2008-2017 in Victoria
vs legislative reform

Source: Aboriginal Justice Agreement 4, p.20

Between 2010 and 2020 the number of Aboriginal people in prison increased by 148 per
cent. Over the 10 years to 2020 the Aboriginal imprisonment rate increased from 1,106.4 to
1,837.7 per 100,000 Victorian adult Aboriginal population’.

While legislative changes to bail, parole and sentencing have been one critical means of
trapping Aboriginal people in the corrections system, far less attention has been paid to
significant increases in Aboriginal homelessness over the same period, which has had a
significant compounding affect.

Paralleling the rise in incarceration has been a huge increase in people seeking homeless
support services, form 10 per cent of the Aboriginal population in 2010 to more than 17 per
cent in 2021. Around half of these people are homeless when they seek support and the
majority continue to be homeless when their period of support ends. There is simply no
social or affordable housing for most of these people. Ninety-five per cent of those requiring
long-term accommodation are turned away. The AJA4 estimates that 37 per cent of the
Victorian Aboriginal population has experienced homelessness. This is nothing short of a
scandal.

1 Corrections Victoria Annual Offender Statistical Profile 2010-2020





https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/fitzroylegal/pages/52/attachments/original/1594001770/Constellation_of_Circumstances_Report_digital
https://www.aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/rppl07.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/fitzroylegal/pages/52/attachments/original/1594001770/Constellation_of_Circumstances_Report_digital_
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