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Yoorrook Inquiry into Systemic Justice in the Criminal Justice System and the Child
Protection System
Yoorrook Justice Commission

Dear Commissioners,

Re: Yoorrook Inquiry into Systemic Justice in the Criminal Justice System and the
Child Protection System

The Lowitja Institute is Australia's national institute for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander health research, named in honour of our Patron, Dr Lowitja O'Donoghue AC
CBE DSG. We welcome the opportunity to provide a submission to the Yoorrook
Justice Commission’s Inquiry into Systemic Justice in the Criminal Justice and the
Child Protection Systems.

The Lowitja Institute has long advocated for national awareness and action on the
social and cultural determinants of health and wellbeing. Significant to
implementing cultural determinant driven health policy is the recognition that policy
making must be anchored in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ways of knowing,
being and doing, and that self-determination is essential for a holistic approach to
bettering the health and wellbeing of our communities.

One of the spaces in which this is particularly salient is the justice and child
protection sectors. As a national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community
Controlled organisation and a member of the Partnership for Justice in Health, we
can speak to how the justice and child protection systems impact adversely on our
peoples’ health outcomes. This is recognised by Targets 10, 11, and 12 of the
National Agreement on Closing the Gap, which commits jurisdictional and the
Commonwealth governments to work in partnership with the Coalition of Peaks to
address overrepresentation across both systems.

The justice system and child protection systems are unsafe for our peoples; both
grew from imported colonial penal systems and they are both sites in which
colonisation lives on. These punitive and paternalistic systems have been designed
to disempower our peoples; they are based on the presumption that they know
what is better for our peoples than we do. They are based on coercion and control.
The discrimination, racism and lack of cultural safety in these environments and
systems is clear. The health impacts just as clear. This must be counted with anti-racist
decolonising efforts and system transformation. Failure 1o do so compromises joint
efforts under the National Agreement on Closing the Gap, which Victoria has a
commitment to.

Further, shifting the underlying paradigm of both systems from a deficit lens to @
strength based one; and, investing in justice reinvestment, nation building, and the
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https://www.lowitja.org.au/content/Image/Lowitja_PJH_170521_D10.pdf
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