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11. The Family Court system makes money from misery. The cost of going to Court amounts to my yearly 

wage. However, when I applied for assistance, I was told I made too much money and was denied. I 

am concerned for people on lower pay brackets, as they would not be able to afford any effective 

representation.  

12. Despite my lawyer costing a large portion of my income, I did not get the result I wanted and I felt like I 

didn’t have a voice in the court room. People I know who could afford more expensive lawyers than 

me did get better lawyers and a better outcome in court than me. This doesn’t seem right that people 

who can pay more get better outcomes in Court. We have grass roots mob who are struggling and just 

getting by. I worry about the men in the same situation as me who don’t have a good job, can’t get a 

good lawyer and then don’t get good representation in court.  

13. I have been through the same process with my children interstate. This process involved a simple 

mediation on the phone. At mediation, the other side didn’t even participate in a meaningful way. I 

couldn’t afford to go interstate to attend court hearings. As a result, my children were taken from 

Victoria. I can no longer see my children or remain in their lives. I’ve been told to wait until they’re 18 – 

and then they might come looking for me. 

14. The cost involved in keeping our kids in our lives makes me feel like they think our kids are for sale. 

Family structure, community involvement and culture are more valuable than how much you earn. But 

this is not reflected in the Family Court system. 

Problems with Court orders  

15. When I was at going through the Family Court process, even though I have no issues with drugs or 

alcohol, I was forced to undergo drug and liver function tests. There was an assumption that this 

wasn’t necessary for my former partner but that I needed to provide clear screen drug and alcohol 

tests. I felt like this was a tool used that works hand-in-hand with racism. Given there was no evidence 

to suggest drug and alcohol screening was required, it felt like stereotyping led to this requirement 

being put upon me.  

16. The Court required me to attend a Parenting Order Program. I found this process frustrating and 

ineffective. You can complete a Parenting Order Program without engaging or saying a single word – 

there are no consequences or disciplinary actions if you don’t engage. This process was highly 

emotional, draining and belittling. The Court System makes you feel like you are incapable of looking 

after your own child, and then they take your child away from you. 

17. I’ve never had any serious trouble with the police. Since the Family Court became involved with 

custody over my son, the police are used against me to try to find anything that can be used in Court. 

I’ve had the police at my door in the middle of the night because they get called to do welfare checks 

on me. I’ve felt the need to protect myself so much that I now have a GoPro sitting on my desk and in 

my car for when the police come. The embarrassment of it all. Embarrassing and belittling.  

18. One time, I was two minutes late to dropping off our son. The police called me and told me to come to 

the police station. I refused, explaining that I had my son in the car, did not want to bring my son into 

that environment and that we had already arrived at the drop off destination. The fact the police get 

involved in this is ridiculous.  
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IV PROPOSED REFORM 

34. The history of forcible removal of children has impacted where we are today. Amongst all this 

destruction of our country, our family group has remained strong and has continued to break the 

barriers. But the system is still managing to take away our culture and take our kids off country. 

35. We don’t want our kids in care, we want them with family. It is even more important for us to have our 

family together because of our history. We thrive off large family groups, we love talking about how we 

have a thousand cousins. This will allow us to gain more knowledge and bring back our culture.  

36. Aboriginal people should be able to manage our own family affairs, but there is currently no 

opportunity for us to explain what’s not working. The Family Court system does not work for us and 

our families.  

37. Cultural sensitivity is taught in every organisation, but not within the Family Law system. I am 

motivated to encourage change in this area. 

38. The Family Court should adopt an approach similar to the Koori court. It should be a space where we 

can go and talk directly to decision makers, instead of talking through someone else (for example, a 

roundtable discussion).  

39. My experience of the Family Court system was that I had no voice and there was no understanding of 

our situation. We should have elders, single fathers, single mothers on a panel to listen to us. This 

would allow decision makers to understand what’s really going on. This would avoid a judge we have 

known for only an hour decide what is best for us, our family, our learning and our culture. If someone 

is going to make judgment on us, they should know us. Including our family and our people is an 

important part of these decisions as they know our culture and our history. 
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