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missionaries were doing, asking people to ‘join us in prayer’ for particular needs, and publicly 

thanked those who helped in ‘practical ways’, acknowledging donations. 

 
8. Some UAM missionaries worked on government stations as missionaries or were allocated 

government rations to distribute to First Nations people. While they might have said they relied 

on God, they were also often dependent on governments for food and rations. 

 
9. The UAM was deeply complicit in removal of First Nations children from their parents in what 

became known as the ‘Stolen Generations’. 

 

10. As part of its work, the UAM set up children’s homes, including the Colebrook Childrens’ Training 

Home (Colebrook Childrens’ Home) in South Australia. 

 
11. Annie Lock, the subject of my thesis and 2021 biography, founded what became Colebrook 

Childrens’ Home. She worked in New South Wales (1903-1908), Western Australia (1909-

1923), South Australia (1924-1927, 1933-1937) and Central Australia in the Northern Territory 

(1927-1932). She did not work in Victoria or Tasmania. 

 
12. Given Annie Lock was the focus of my research, my knowledge of UAM is mostly limited to her 

period of activity, pre-World War II (WWII). I have little knowledge of UAM’s practices post-WWII; 

the information that I do have was heard second-hand. 

 

Contact with UAM and access to UAM records 

 

1989-1990 

 

13. I first had contact with UAM records while researching my Masters thesis in 1989/1990. As part 

of that process, I reached out to the UAM requesting access to their archives.  

 

14. The UAM was completely open and welcoming of my request, granting me free access to all 

documents they held in their archives. 

 
15. At the time I accessed the UAM records in 1989/1990, some New South Wales records were 

held by a member of the UAM, . I think they were at his home. I viewed various 

records, including minute books from early council meetings. I believe  is now in 

Western Australia. I also visited the UAM National Office in Victoria where  

 had further records.  

 
2007 

 
16. I re-engaged with the UAM records in 2007 as part of the process of turning my Masters thesis 

on Annie Lock into a book. Once again, I contacted the UAM to request access to the records. 

As had been the case in 1989/1990, the UAM was completely open and welcoming, allowing 

free access to the records. 

 
17. To access the UAM records in 2007 I travelled to Victoria, where the records were then being 

stored. 
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From:
Subject: Re: Annie Lock

Date: 19 October 2016 at 11:44 am
To: Catherine Bishop

Thanks Catherine, all the best with your book on Annie Lock.

On 18 Oct. 2016, at 4:28 pm, Catherine Bishop  wrote:

Dear 
   Thank you so much for getting back to me - and thank you for the permission to use the material I have. I am so sorry the 
UAM are unable to maintain the archives. I understand that you have other more immediate priorities though.. which got me 
thinking. 
   I have copied  at the State Library of Victoria into this email because it occurred to me that he might be able to 
help. I know - none of my business - but I know how helpful the UAM archival material was and is to my project on Annie Lock 
and how it would be wonderful if it was more accessible.the State Library, or a similar institution would provide a safe repository 
for your archives while you retain control over access and use. (And it would save you long term storage costs!!)  Forgive me if 
I am telling you what you know already but please believe that I am genuinely concerned about the longterm preservation of an 
important part of Australia's history and have no other agenda. I would just never forgive myself if I said nothing!  
will be in touch with you shortly to see if he can be of any assistance. I understand the sensitivities around this issue and also 
the practicalities and time involved in maintaining archives and I am truly only trying to be helpful... and I am sorry if you have 
already been down this path before and reached a dead end!

Regards
Cath Bishop

On 17 October 2016 at 10:19, > wrote:
Hi Catherine,

my apologies for the delay in responding to your request., but I have been away for an extended period and don’t attend to 
UAM full time.

The archives we held in Doncaster were closed in 2010 and the property sold with records going into long term storage, so 
access is not possible, there is nobody to attend to this.

However, UAM gives permission for the use of any photos you may have and wish to use in your book.

Yours faithfully

On 2 Sep. 2016, at 3:38 pm, Catherine Bishop  wrote:

Dear UAM 
      I am writing a biography of Annie Lock. This is a project that began in 1989 as a Masters thesis at ANU, was 
resurrected in the early 2000s, when I did some more research, including visiting UAM archives in a house in Victoria, I 
remember.
     Now, having completed a PhD on a different topic, I have managed to obtain a State Library of NSW fellowship in order 
to finally lay Annie to rest.... or rather, to release her onto the world. I am in the process of updating my research (again!) 
and writing her story. I am hoping that the UAM will allow me (a) to use some pictures from your archives and (b) to have 
access to your archives once again - to double-check that I have not missed anything important. I am coming to Melbourne 
for a workshop and conference in late November. I am particularly looking for something that appears to have vanished 
since I took notes from it in 1989. This is a NSW minute book from 1906 - 
    Perhaps someone at the UAM might remember me ...turning up periodically on the trail of Annie Lock ... but you can 
also check me out on my website here: http://catherinebishop.wix.com/history
and you can see that I have a number of projects on the go  - with Annie Lock being probably the longest running in terms 
of years. 
 I am hopeful that the publisher of my first book will be interested in my biography of Annie Lock. I intend it to be a book 
that is accessible to the general public, while underpinned by solid scholarship, a bit like my first book Minding Her Own 
Business: Colonial Businesswomen in Sydney.
    I am very excited about finally having a real opportunity to publish this story, as I believe it still has relevance today.
    Thank you for considering my request.
Yours faithfully
Cath
Dr Catherine Bishop
New South Wales State Library Australian Religious History Fellow 2016
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