
Henty family rejects massacre claims
CLAIMS of massacres are just not based 

on facts - they are the product of “misuse of 
historical evidence”.
This is the finding of the Victorian Heritage 

Council in 2007. (Ref: ‘Convincing Ground - 
an invented massacre’ Michael Connor)
One massacre claimed is when a shepherd

on Merino Downs who suffered an
unprovoked clubbing attack, supposedly
defended himself with a firearm.
A good case of self-protection 
massacre!

not a

A person who is claiming Henty heritage
whose descendants had no direct
involvement in the management of the 
Western District farming enterprises, is 
making hysterical claims and demands 
which the commission is promoting.
The Henty families of the Western District 
have no knowledge of this person.
The Lovett family seems to show their 

emotional bias against the Hentys, with 
stories that are just so fanciful it is sad.
Travis Lovett is one of the commissioners.
The commission is promoting such

testimony.
A statement in the Portland Observer, on 

the 5th April, that there was an organised 
approach toward ‘ethnic cleansing’, with 
Henty involvement is unjustified, downright 
mischievous and libellous.
When the CEO of the Yoorrook Justice 

Commission states to the Henty family that 
he believes all the claims about massacres 
are true, then it puts in question the 
impartiality of the taxpayers $50-plus million 
commission circus.
The contributors of stories to the commission 

seem to be all promoting the minority of first 
nations people twisted views.
The Henty family have requested a hearing 

in front of the five commissioners, but they 
have not been notified if their request is 
going to be granted.

collections.
People telling tales are making assumptions 

and coming to conclusions when they are 
not of an era nor have connection to the 
verbal stories handed down through the 
generations, or connection to the land - the 
very point that first nation people make when 
explaining their culture.
People of the Western District - you have all 

been touched by the Henty legacy, many of 
you know, or have known members of the 
Henty family of whom all have served your 
community.
They are not the people who could have 

ancestors who are guilty of these atrocities. 
These atrocities that have been proven to 
be invented.
Marnie Bassett wrote her book on The 

Hentys in 1954, based on the personal 
interviews and collections with members 
of the family and members of the Western 
District.
It is a book that provides the truth about the 

Henty family.
We will maintain our dignity and not judge 
or degrade first nations people because of 
actions or words from a few.
This has always been the policy of the 
Hentys, but when spurious claims are made 
we will defend our honourable heritage.
When objects such as plaques, monuments 

and other memorabilia of a bygone era, paid 
for by Western District
communities, are being defaced and

vandalised in the name of ‘feelings’ then we 
all need to say ‘ENOUGH!’.
The Hentys have always recognised and 

supported the greater majority of first
nations peoples they do not support
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Really since when can a government
funded body condemn a group of living 
citizens, racially degrade them, accuse them 
of wicked wrongdoing and even state claims 
on their assets and not hear from them.
The Henty family gave a lot of documents 

to the state that are now housed in the 
State Library, but still retain a lot in private

minority groups that muddy the reputation 
of the greater majority through emotive and 
mischievous deeds.
These minorities need to be recognised for 

who they are. I look forward to presenting 
an essay on behalf of the family, to the five 
commissioners in the near future if granted 
the ‘right’ to do so.

GRENVILLE HENTY SILVESTER, 
Great, Great Grandson of both Stephen 

George Henty and Francis Henty
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HENTY family descendents, born and raised in the Western District, dispute claims 
made by art historian, Suzannah Henty, of massacres of Aboriginal Australians, carried 
out by Henty ancestors. The author of the letter, published here, said no-one in the 
Western District-based family had ever heard of Ms Henty before her submission to the 
Yoorook Justice Commission, as published in the Portland Observer.
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