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Only Jacky. She spoke to the floor at food fank and said, why isn't anyone talking to 
him? Like, he wants to leave. That's how snobbed I felt. But yeah, they ended up 
talking to me. It was good. But yeah Mullum pick and choose who they have 
attending. 
 5 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: So how long were you, like, an active member there? 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Oh, eight years. From 13 - oh, the 10th of August 2012, 
the day after my was born. Until I was suspended on October 2000 - 8th 
November 2019, I received this letter from  But yeah I also I was 10 
attending Boorndawan Willam and I was talking about my past. About being 
registered, removed from the register. The men's group at Boorndawan, we were 
sitting around and they actually set me up. Like we - they started talking about 
criminal records and that. So I spoke about what's on my criminal record about being 
made registered, removed from the register. Because I was talking about that, I've 15 
been suspended from there, but I've spoken about me being registered since day one 
of Boorndawan and day one at Mullum.  
 
I felt obligated to tell people I was registered, but - because I don't care if people 
want to judge me. They can judge me. I'm judged anyway, I'm Aboriginal. Yeah. 20 
Half my criminal record is just bullshit. But I need this register thing cleared up. I 
want it removed. I need it removed from criminal history. And it's still on my 
paperwork from four years ago when I was removed from it. I want some 
compensation. They don't understand how hard that made my life. I couldn't have 
friends stay here of (indistinct 00:10:11) - of my I couldn't attend places. I 25 
couldn't do a lot of things. People are just judgemental, which is understandable. I 
felt obligated to tell people because it seemed like the right thing to do. I used to get 
in trouble for it. If people don't tell people you're registered. Well, why not? I mean, 
it's the right thing to do. They might not want their children around my Oh, 
well. 30 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Have you sought legal advice around that? 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: I'm speaking to somebody from VALS at the moment. I 
just had to do paperwork - sign paperwork, send it back so then they can look into it, 35 
which they should have now. Yeah. I'm just at a standstill. I've got nobody helping 
me. I've got no direction. Everything I do, I do by myself because I've pretty much 
banished from culture. So, the culture I do, I do by myself. I've learned to use ochre, 
wax and sap. I teach myself that. That's what this is. Ochre wax and sap. Looks like a 
bone, doesn't it? 40 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: It does yeah. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, that's my favourite one. 
 45 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. 
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UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. Did you - did you paint that with the ochre? 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. That bit of - that bit of wood was as rotten as this. 
Like had holes in it and that everywhere. And now, it will not break because I've 
made it rock. It's probably got about this much rock all over it. Centimetre of rock. 5 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: So, you combine the ochre with the sap and - 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, ochre with sap. Because sap works as glue. And 
waxes were polish. 10 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah (indistinct 00:12:05) 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: That's why it's all polished, isn't it? 
 15 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: That's impressive. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. And I just play with it in different ways. See that 
one. I tried making, like, scales on it. 
 20 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Oh, yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Seems like you use this to keep yourself well. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Distractions delay. 25 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: The creative - creative process. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. Yeah. I can just - yeah - just keep myself busy. 
 30 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Did you grow up around here? 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: I grew up in Emerald till I was 27 and went to Gembrook 
and been all over the place. Yeah. Up in Emerald I was hassled big time by police. 
 35 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: I don't know where that is. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Emerald. Puffing Billy. Just past Belgrave. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Oh. Okay. 40 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah - used to -  
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: (Indistinct 00:13:57) Dandenong as well, isn't it? 
 45 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: If something happened in Emerald, police used to come 
to me straight away. Because my nickname is poo. Oh, shit sticks to poo.  
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One time I got a charge, a stolen car charge. I've never stolen a car in my life. I was 
up in Heathcote with my parents and even my parents came to court. Yeah. I was still 
found guilty. And, about this stolen car, the bloke who actually stole it, his brother 
took him into Emerald Police station to say it wasn't me. It was him. No shit sticks to 
poo. So they just charge me. And it's all my criminal history, but oh well, what can I 5 
do about it? Nothing. I plead not guilty. You plead not guilty. You're guilty. That's 
why Koori Court is such a good thing. You get to voice that - but the thing is, you 
got to plead guilty to go there. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Yeah. 10 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: So yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: So you mentioned that you also wanted to talk about 
like the justice system and things? 15 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. Well that's what I was just talking about - about 
like how can I be taken off the register. Told I should never have been put on there. 
But it still remains on my police paperwork. 
 20 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: That doesn't seem to make sense? 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: No the police are so judgemental. As soon as they look 
up my criminal history. 
 25 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: So, did they admit they'd made a mistake or - 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Well, when I was sentenced by the judge, I was told time 
served for sleeping with her under age. I wasn't required to be on the register because 
of the nature of the offence. Two years later, three months after my was 30 
born, detectives knock on the door and say, sign this bit of paper to make you 
registered. I said, get fucked, I'm going to take it to a lawyer. And the lawyer told 
me, you got to sign it, otherwise you're going to jail for two years. I was about to 
become homeless with my But I can't. I had to sign it. 
 35 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: And. Yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: So it's an actual thing that you were registered? 40 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, I was registered. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: And at some point they take you off because it's been a 
certain amount of time? 45 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: No, no, no. 
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MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. It just makes me furious. I've just completed men's 
behaviour change course a couple of weeks ago. I've got my drug and alcohol 
counsellor. Yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: I feel like you're making all the right moves and 5 
(indistinct 00:23:49) 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: I'm doing everything right. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Yeah. 10 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: I've been doing everything right for a long time now. At 
least six months. And, yeah, it took my lady to make me give up drugs because she 
was going to leave me. Mullum was my saviour from my past because I used to be 
on drugs prior to my My came along. Mullum was my drug. 15 
Mullen was taken away. So I went to another drug. Yeah. It's not good. But I got I've 
missed a few people's funeral. I had Donna, this girl from Mullum, I used to only see 
her on a Wednesday. She was lovely. She'd come in and volunteer every now and 
then. I didn't even get to hear about her funeral, so I didn't get to say bye. Yeah. I had 
a lot of funerals in the last ten years - or four years. 20 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: It seems to be that it really - your story, like, really 
hones in on that - 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: You noticed it. 25 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Well, no, the cultural aspect of, like, you know, 
keeping you as a, you know, good in your own mind, in your own head, is 
connecting. 
 30 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. Well - 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: I think we know that about addiction is when we're 
connected to people, we're less likely to, you know. 
 35 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: I felt I belonged at Mullum. I felt I had a place there. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Positive. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. It was nothing but positive for me. 40 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: I used to work at Mullum. After. After. 
 45 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. How long ago? What - after  
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UNIDENTIFIED MALE: When they got the social enterprise up and going again. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Oh. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: You know the food (indistinct 00:25:35). 5 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, yeah, yeah. I've got to have a yarn about him too. 
About  
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: I was after him. 10 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. Well, -.  
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. 
 15 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah I did -.  
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Age. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Age. Yeah. Mr. white man. Mr. fake that black fella. Oh 20 
he got me to do this introduction to community development course. It was a seven 
week program. If you attended that, you could do the year-long community 
development course. I attended the seven - Introduction to Community Development 
course. After the last one, goes, now you've got to pay $3,400. I can't afford that 
to do the community development course. About two years later, I was chatting to a 25 
chick up in Healesville who also did the community development course, and I told 
her what happened. She goes, the introduction - if you did the introduction, that 
made you eligible for the funding for the year-long course.  
 
So obviously just put the money in his pocket. Well, why would he say to 30 
me that I had to pay $3,400 for a course? Yeah, it's just rorting the system. They all 
do it. They all do it. And yeah, he never took a liking to me,  He's just 
judgemental. I'm better than you. That's the way he used to think of himself. So I just 
ignored him. Pretty much. But no, I was very disappointed about that community 
development, because that would have given me the right to run my own programs, 35 
and obviously I could. Because of all the culture I learn and do. But yeah, once 
again, shot in the foot. Yeah. Just used and abused. That's how I feel like I was for 
Mullum now. I feel like I've just been used and abused by them. Yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: One other question I had was just around the - what 40 
would you want to happen around the - around that history, around the - being 
registered. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: On the paper - I want the - 
 45 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Do you want some statement around - we made an 
apology or something. 
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MICHAEL NICHOLLS: No, I want the notification taken off of my criminal 
record. When police look my name up, it says on my criminal record, 2010, sex pen 
of a child under 16. Does that not read wrong to you? If I'm 34, sex pen of a child 
under 16. That's wrong. It doesn't state in there I was 17 at the time of the offence. It 
should. If it's to remain on there, it should say - because coppers read that. Who's 5 
this? Instantly want to lock me up. Instantly judge me. Instantly treat me like shit. 
Like, wouldn't you? 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: So that's how they read it. They read it - 
 10 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Well, it's right here. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Well, that's what it says when the cops look it up. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: That's fucking bullshit. 15 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. That'd be fucked if that is what they'd done. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: It was 2010 when it happened. 
 20 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: What? No. '93. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Yeah. When you were a child. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: I was locked up for it 17 years later. 25 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Yeah, that's what I was thinking. I'm like, because if it 
says 2010 - 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, I was locked up for 17 years after. And it's not 30 
even an offence. I can't - I was locked up for an offence I committed when I was 17. 
It's not an offence. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: You should get (indistinct 00:29:30) or somebody. 
 35 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: And Boorndawan - and Boorndawan are like, what the? I 
can't talk - like, I'm talking about criminal history. And at Boorndawan - I'm talking 
on my criminal history. I've got - yeah, this. Locked up for something I committed 
when I was 16. And yeah, but it's not an offence. Where is it? 
 40 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: We do have a lawyer that you can talk to - to ask 
questions to, that can maybe help give you some knowledge around potential steps or 
- 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, well that's what I'm talking to. 45 
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UNIDENTIFIED MALE: And you're going to need to speak to a lawyer anyways 
around some of the content of your submission. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. 
 5 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Just around the name - names and stuff like that. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: And then - 10 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. Well, I don't want -  
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Because they might need to just advise you around that - 
of why things will be - might not be included. But how you can sort of adjust it a 15 
little bit to still keep the essence of the story. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: If that makes sense. Yeah. Are you looking for that - 20 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. I can't see it. This must be an old criminal history. 
Okay. It's 2010. 9th of the 12th. Yeah, that's when I was - see previous page. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Is there anything else you really want to go into on 25 
the recording to start, and then maybe we'll have a bit of a yarn afterwards about the 
other stuff? 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Like what? 
 30 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Just like anything else you feel like you might want to 
share, be part of your submission. So - 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: I'm just disappointed with the mob. Disappointed big 
time. 35 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Yeah. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. And I don't know how things are going to get 
better with culture. I'm at the point of just throwing it all in the fire and not even 40 
doing it. But I've donated things to Mullum. I've bought things back that I've donated 
from Mullum. This - see the big dip in that? That's just from polishing. Rubbing 
wood. And you can imagine how long that would take to rub it down from that 
thickness. 
 45 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. 
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MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Some sort of - some sort of. I don't know what can 
happen around that. Where it leads to - 
 5 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Well, it needs to go to court and the judge needs to take it 
off the paperwork. That's the only way I can see it happening. Because whenever 
police look my name -  
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. Surely there's been other instances of this, and 10 
there's been a process that's happened to rectify it or - 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, well, they opened up a law in 2019 or 2020. They 
opened a new law, which is what got me off the register. It was like it was 
specifically opened for me. 
 15 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Right. But nine out of ten people that applied to get off 
the register were successful. Yeah. And then I was successful as well. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: You got off the register. 
 20 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: But it's on my paperwork. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: But it's still on the paperwork. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, it's - I - 25 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Like a trail of some sort - or some sort -.  
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah, I was - spoke to police. They were automatically - 
freak. 30 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: And so when it's on the paperwork. You have to hand 
that paperwork in to your employer or to the - 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. I won't even apply for a job. 35 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: If you go for a police check (indistinct 00:35:30) 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: I won't even apply for a job because of that. Serious? I'm 
just so judged on it and me being brutally honest, like, I tell people. Because that's 40 
brutally honest. I beat myself up over it. I beat myself up over it every day. Missus, 
she thought about leaving me because of it. Yeah, but she already knew, like, prior to 
us getting together. We've been together nearly four years now, yay, another 40 to 
go. Yeah. 
 45 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Well if you feel like you've said everything you needed 
to say? 
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MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Oh, I suppose. I used to attend five days a week.  
  
(Crosstalk 00:36:18 - 00:36:22) 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Oh yeah. They're great. You can also add other aspects 5 
to your submission, Michael. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Yeah. That's on a grave in Fiji. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Like if you wanted to add any written documents or any 10 
art, you know, any pictures of artefacts or some positive stuff or whatever. Or even 
this documentation here, we can add that to the submission. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: There you go. You have them two. 
 15 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Should we take these or take photos of them? 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: We'll take photos of them. 
 
MICHAEL NICHOLLS: Oh, these are (indistinct 00:37:50). Even just the 20 
reporting obligations when I was registered was a pain. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: I'll just push pause. 
 
<THE RECORDING CONCLUDED 25 
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